Broads Authority

Planning Committee

1 May 2009

Agenda Item No 15
Enforcement Update

Report by Head of Development and Regeneration 

	Summary:

This table shows the monthly updates on enforcement matters.

Recommendation:
That the report be noted.


1
Introduction

1.1
This table shows the monthly update report on enforcement matters.

	Committee Date 
	Location
	Infringement
	Action taken and current situation

	18 August 2006
	OS4229 adjacent to North End, Thurlton
	Unauthorised change of use of agricultural land involving the clearance from the site of all non-agricultural items, including vehicles, parts of vehicles, caravans, containers, scrap metal, engines and tyres.
	· Enforcement Notice served 4-5-06.  

· Compliance period expired on 1-8-06. 

· Prosecution authorised.

· Voluntary compliance hoped for by 3-11-06.

· Hearing date adjourned from January, 1 March and 22 March, 12 April, 2 May 2007. Date further deferred to week of 11-15 June 2007.

· Landowner pleaded guilty, received a 12 month conditional discharge, no fine, has to pay £120 costs. 

· Inspection carried out. Compliance not achieved. 

· Re-prosecution authorised. 

· Summons issued. Court hearing 30-7-07. 

· Warrant issued for Court date 20-8-07. Landowner unable to appear due to ill health.

· Date deferred to 24-9-07. 

· Deferred to 26-11-07 then 21-1-08. Landowner unable to appear due to ill health. 

· Court hearing on 25-2-08. Warrant for arrest without bail issued. Mr Page appeared voluntarily at Court on 23-4-08 and pleaded guilty.  Judge gave one month within which to clear the site (by 23-5-08). Mr Page appeared in Court on 21-5-08 and pleaded guilty. Given an 18 month conditional discharge. Costs of £1,400 were awarded to the BA with 28 days to pay. Progress being made to clear the site, but it was noted soil was being imported onto the site which resulted in the additional Enforcement Action (see below). 

· Fire on site (suspected arson) 13-10-08, much of the non agricultural items either destroyed or damaged.
· Site Visits being undertaken on a weekly basis to maintain clearance of site. Progress slow. 

	15 August 2008
	Land at OS4229 at North End Thurlton
	Unauthorised deposit of spoil and similar material and the raising of land levels.
	· Temporary Stop Notice served on 7-8-08.

· Stop Notice and Enforcement Notice issued on 12-8-08. Stop Notice took effect on 15-8-08.

· Enforcement Notice to take effect on 9-9-08 with compliance of 1 month. Compliance date now expired

· Soil removal has commenced.  Enforcement Officers monitor progress closely.
· Mr Page advises that contractor booked to remove soil from site on 20-11-08.

· Limited material removed.

· Site visits being undertaken on a weekly basis, however wet weather has temporarily held up soil removal.

	7 December 2007
	South side of Thorpe Island (New Cut)
	Unauthorised mooring of vessels.
	· Authorisation to serve any necessary notices following legal advice.

(Officers looking into question of residential moorings in general).

	7 December 2007

10 October 2008
	Land east of North End between plots NK235730 and NK307860 North End Thorpe next Haddiscoe (formerly described as Land Opposite Town Cottage, Thurlton)


	Unlawful development of land for mobile home and caravan.


	· Planning Contravention Notices served. Expiry date 11-1-08.  

· No responses received.

· Enforcement Notice issued on 21-2-08 to take effect on 2-4-08 with 3 months for compliance (2-7-08).

· Appeal lodged. Not validated by the Inspector and therefore the Enforcement Notice became effective on 10-5-08. Compliance required by 10-08-08 not achieved.

· Authorisation given to prosecute under Section 172 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. (10-10-08)

· 15-10-08 – Prosecution file submitted to Legal Services for prosecution.

· 17-10-08 - One of mobile homes being cut up on site and partly removed.
· Caravan removed.

· One mobile home and parts of other remain on site, solicitors instructed to continue prosecution proceedings. Original Court date 27 February 2009, failed to appear, warrant issued. Accused later reported to Court, warrant withdrawn by Court and accused bailed to appear 27-3-09. 
· Site visit 11 March mobile home remains on site, but parts of other have been cleared.

· 16 March telephone contact from the ‘contractor’ tasked to remove the mobile home advising that it will be removed by 22-3-09. 
· Compliance achieved as mobile home removed. The Authority is continuing with prosecution in order to retrieve costs.


	4 April 2008


	Cotman 

Meadow,

Ferry Lane, Postwick
	Unauthorised excavation of fishing lake and construction of trackway.
	· Temporary Stop Notice and Planning Contravention Notice served on 14-3-08.

· Stop Notice and Enforcement Notice served on 

· 20-3-08.

· Stop Notice took effect on 23-3-08, Enforcement Notice issued to take effect on 17-4-08 with compliance of four weeks. (May 2008).

· Appeal Dismissed and Enforcement Notice upheld with a variation of period of compliance from 4 weeks to 3 months from date of decision. Compliance required by 7-4-09.

· Site visit 7-4-09 – excavations filled, but heaps of topsoil remain, as does the trackway. Negotiations with site owner and his agent seeking to secure compliance within the timescale given by the Planning Inspectorate failed. Papers being drawn up for submission to solicitor for consideration of a prosecution.

	5 December 2008
	“Thorpe Island

Marina” West 

Side of 

Thorpe Island 

Norwich
	Unauthorised development
	· Temporary Stop Notice served on 10 and 11 November 2008 and Enforcement Notice served on 12-11-08. 

· Compliance required by 11-01-09.

· Authorisation granted to initiate prosecution proceedings should compliance not be achieved.

· Landowner requested to submit a planning application by the end of February 2009.

	6 March 2009
	Land at

Dilham

Moorings
	Unauthorised Erection of Terracing Walls, Car Park Area and Paving Slabs
	· Enforcement Action authorised.  Compliance period of six months from date when Enforcement Notice comes into effect.

· Enforcement Notices served 10-3-09.  

· Appeal forms received 31-3-09.


2
Financial Implications

2.1
Financial implications of pursuing individual cases are reported on a site by site basis.
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BA Enforcement files 
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